
Rt Hon Boris Johnson MP 
Prime Minister 
10 Downing Street 
London 
SW1A 2AA

Email: pmpost.int@no10.gov.uk


Dear Prime Minister,


I am writing to bring your urgent attention to the deadly wave of Covid-19 in Nepal and to request 
immediate support from your government to address the dangerous and acute shortage of Oxford-
AstraZeneca vaccine supplies, which puts the lives of hundreds of thousands of people at risk. 


It is distressing to learn that the more than 1.4 million Nepali people, who belong to high-risk groups 
and received their first vaccine doses of Oxford-AstraZeneca in March 2021, have been unable so 
far to get their second doses. While it is welcome that the UK has already supported the COVAX 
Facility, unfortunately this has not been enough, as several lower- and middle-income countries, 
including Nepal, face glaring vaccine gaps, while wealthier countries have ordered vaccines well 
beyond their requirements. 


The UK has unique strong current and historic ties with Nepal. The UK is the largest bilateral donor 
to Nepal and thousands have served in Britain’s armed forces. Owing to this, and as the current 
chair of G-7, I am appealing to you to urgently look to directly supply Nepal with additional vaccine 
doses, in order to prevent the damaging risk to the health and lives of hundreds of thousands of 
Nepali citizens who would otherwise be left without access to a second dose. To date, Nepal has 
only fully vaccinated 2.4% of its population. At this rate, it will take more than 10 years for Nepal to 
vaccinate 70% of its population.


Nepal is only one example of many countries facing acute vaccine shortages, which can only be 
resolved in the long term by ensuring that intellectual property rights are not a barrier to much-
needed increased global production by a wider range of manufacturers and fair distribution across 
countries.


Therefore, I call on you to:

• Provide immediately 1.4 million Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccines to Nepal so that this 

group of people can be fully immunized by June 27 to July 5;

• Share urgently additional vaccine doses and encourage others to do the same, 

preferably through initiatives such as COVAX so all countries have a fairer access to 
Covid-19 vaccines and can immunize their population in a timely fashion, especially 
priority groups who are most at risk;


• Support the World Trade Organization’s TRIPS waiver, which lifts intellectual property 
rights restrictions, and push pharmaceutical companies to share their knowledge and 
technology with other manufacturers to maximize global supply of much-needed 
Covid-19 vaccines.


Yours sincerely,
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