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FTHIET B,



General Listyo Sigit Prabowo

Chief of Indonesian National Police
Indonesian National Police Headquarter
JI. Trunojoyo No.3, Jakarta Selatan

DKI Jakarta 12110

Email: mabes@polri.go.id

Twitter: @ListyoSigitP

Dear Mr.Prabowo,

| am writing to express my concern about two human rights defenders, Haris Azhar and Fatia
Maulidiyanti, who were reported to the police by the Coordinating Minister for Maritime and
Investment Affairs on allegations of defamation under the Electronic Information and Transactions
(ITE) Law. | have learnt that this law has been misused to criminalize hundreds of people since
2016 simply for exercising their right to freedom of expression.

It is distressing that Azhar and Maulidiyanti may face criminal charges for simply exercising their
right to freedom of expression, a human right that is guaranteed under both international and
national law. From what | have learnt, the allegations relate to Azhar’s YouTube channel video, in
which Azhar and Maulidiyanti discuss a report about alleged connections between military
operations and mining activities in Intan Jaya Regency, in Papua.

Indonesia has shown an alarming trend in criminalizing human rights defenders and repressing the
right to freedom of expression. Apart from the case against Azhar and Maulidiyanti, | am aware that
Amnesty International Indonesia has found that between January and October 2021, at least 282
human rights defenders have been prosecuted, arrested, attacked, and intimidated by various
state and non-state actors. Approximately 81 people have also been charged under the ITE Law in
which most of them related to defamation. | am alarmed that this is happening while the country
holds a seat in the UN Human Rights Council.

Therefore, | urge you to:

* Immediately close the examination process against Haris Azhar and Fatia Maulidiyanti

* Ensure that all human rights defenders can carry out their peaceful activities without
fear of hindrance, intimidation, arbitrary detention or other reprisal, in line with the UN
Declaration on Human Rights Defenders

* Stop using the Electronic Information and Transactions Law to silence human rights
defenders, and ensure that defamation is treated as a civil matter

Yours sincerely,



